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Assistants to Infancy (A to I)

- Tarunya Gouthaman

A glimpse into the training that A to | students

It is fascinating to understand what entails ahd
when one undertakes to work with the younge
group of children, 60 G
trained to support parents and children through t
stages of pregnancy and birth, to create and sug}
beautifully conducive environments which meet
needs of the infant and a deep understanding
natureds design for o
training courses are two summers long, with ~ HAmT . }FUOK
assignments in the intervening academic year. Dt \

the summer sessions, students prepare their c:‘
reference  manuals (albums), timelines of c
development and some hamdade materials arl ¥
required.

Some of the students who underwent the A to
training at The Montessori Institute (TMI), Denver, .
Colorado, share their experience with us. Hamy . I 0OK

Janani Bhuvaneswaran works at Pacific Rim International School in San Mateo, California, with children ir
the Infant Community Batch 2017

0Soon af t er-6 ttainidgi | wassclosely assogiate@ with an Infant Community in Bangalore. Here
observed these young and capable children running the community with confidence and knowledge. They
me to take the Assistants to Infancy training and understand better the development that happens before 3
Doing the course has opened up a new perspective for me that education begins at birth, it begins when the
in the womb. | have also realized that we must educate our society and parents on the importance of the firs
years of life. The course is intense and requires a lot of commitment, hard work and planning. The Mon
training is life altering. | felt it when | did 8nar®d | feel it now. It is something that makes me want to

continually evolve to be a better person for eve

Ammu Menon trained at the Primary Level works at Magic Years, New Delhi, with children in the age
giroup between 18 months to 6 yearBatch 2018

¢l1 is amazing to see the development of the <ch
childds development in minute detail. The materi
then on, are so vital to the childds complete d
and inspirational lectures. The other students on the course were extremely friendly, helpful and supporti
cnly thing | found difficult was keeping pace wi
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Ruveda Suwadhi has worked in a Primary environment and plans to open he
school soon+ Batch 2017

Registrations Open

. . . 3 7 AMI Birth to Three
0l wanted to do the A to | training ) : Assistants Course eeds
4 Certificate
how to support them and also to educate myself to work with parents of i :
toddlers. From the course, | learnt about the capabilfiehivdi@n and how beautif B’ o Juia Hison
they develop themselves. The 250 hours of observation we did during the
hel ped me understand the devel opmen At erer
for parents of young
Charmy Mukesh Karania, works at Harmony Montessori School, Mumbai, childron.and those
seeking to assist in
children from the age of 224 months to 6 years Batch 2018 - 2 Monteear fide
Assistants to Communty:
0This Ilittle child has such i mmense goes
, _ . Infancy (0-3)
observant are the two most important things that | have learnt during the c
. . L . AMI Assistants
biggest challenge | faced during the course was to assimilate so much inforr Ceri
. L. . ) ertificate Course NAVADISHA ONTESSOR
short span of time and retain it. The training faculty were very supportive and he¢  ,; yo.2017 t0 0s.06c.2017 40 Gros KakiNagar, Near
great experience. o
.. . . P . AY‘N 'hone:+91 98846¢
Rukmini Ramachandran is the Director of Training at Navadisha Monte WAV s o Fe
Foundation and has been trained at both Primary and Elementary Lé®atsh 2017
0l have always wanted to understand this age g rldfiliypsomé&oes gh |

The inner life they have even when they are so tiny is incredible! The changes in the body are accompaniedlphtregpsytihategic
understood the amazing speed and significance of early development. Be prepared for the work load in the cpugsededtindying, ty
assignments and material making done on time was challenging but also exhilarating. | loved the material makéttto\We there help
wor k ourselves and we sewed so many things. The course met

—
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CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT

0OAt birth, the ®&hi kdmbe h edmiédthis makesthisnindependent of her bodily processes.The baby
is next endowed with an urge, or need, to face the outer world and to absorbit. We mi ght say that he is
psychol ogy of wWor ladb soarbg inegs twhéat he finds about him, he
-AiThe Absorbent Mindo by B9 .( Mabliias Mohtley shakar CBapk £rCl as

The first sign of independence is seen when the infant i :
The child absorbs every bit of his surrounding in order to create a unique identity for himself / herself. The Montessori
philosophy revolves around the idea of independence and children are encouraged from the beginning to find their

path and place in this world by making independent decisions and choices.

The Indian Montessori Foundation is organizing its Fourth National Montessori Conference on the topic,
dﬂ\b Sway-amdependent Thought , bmldnegyeld ahd 13f 2018 betwieen 9.600 am and
¢ 1 5.00 pm at the Music Academy, Chennai. People from all walks of life are welcome to attend the sessions. The
registrations are open NOW! Hurry to avail exciting offers and discounts.

*Register Online by November 01, 2017 to avail early bird fee*

For more details visitvwww.montessorindia.organd get in touch either by calling 08248010258 or email
conference@montessaoiindia.org

THE TOUCH BOARD
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Mumbail Montessori Meet

- Kruti Lakhani, Founder of Mindstein Montessori

One of the first mees of its kind the Mumbai Montessori Meebok place on Septembet6, 2017 at the Ratan Tata Institute
(RTI). The purpose of the meet washat eachpersontalks about the school programs thahey run, how many environments
they have, the sessiorthey conduct and discuss the challendesed.

Beena Parekh, who started Harmony Montessori 15 years ago, shared with us the struggles that she faced and how she

overcame them, giving each of us the hope and courage to pursue our goals of running Montessori prescioesistully

Pavithra Rajagoplan, Auxiliary Traines6(§ears) spoke about the importance of an undisturbed working cycle which allows the
building of concentration and without breaking the flow in the work of the children. She also emphasized on having thé longer

hours working cycle for the Casa child.

The meet helped to create a platform and to unite the heads oMalhtessorischoolsin Mumbai, enabling cooperation and

communication between themniThe highlight of the meet were two esteemed charitable institutions that have adopted the

Montessori method anthavebeen successfully teaching underprivileged children.

The school of Aseema Charitable Trust, has been educating pacérdkildren
from the lower strata of the societyo help them understand the importance
education. Theyhave found unique ways of giving them Montessori mate
challenges such as the binomial/trinomial cublewing a bunch of parents t
struggle to put it together and then explaining parents that tlebildrencan do it
at the age for 4. Despite the adversities, they have strived to make sure that
childrencome to school and become true Montessori children who are no lor
misfits despite of the background or upbringing.

Anaxi Shah from Smil&lontessori,has been running a charitable preschool for
slumchildrenfor more than 2 decades. Her constant efforts towards the upliftment of thaskrenis truly inspiring.

AY2YALE FYR CENRAYZ2YA

The driving force behind this meet was Zarin Malva, whose untiring efforts, made it possible for all Montessori schoois to co

together and create a network of people whose roots are entrenched in the teachings of Maria Montessori.

Who iIs an Elementary Child?

- Aditi Ganesh

Redwood Montessori School, Chennai organized atalsh o i s an E loreAugust L8 2047, b§ Rukmin Ratnachandran,

Director of Training, Navadisha Montessori Institute. The duration of the talk was about an hour and she covered variotsoasipe

topic such as: Primary {8 years) vs. Elementary-(& years) Environment, Primary Vs. Elementary Child, Areas of Learning in a

Elementary Environment, Role of the Adults and Nature of an Elementary Child.

She highlighted the unique powers of imagination and reasoning that the elementary child possesses which leads hinuégioften g

the happenings around him. She spoke about how the idea of morality c E‘
into the picture and how the child is also willing to take up challenges
showcase his will power courageously, becoming ready to explore
community and become a part of it. She brought out the importancg ;
parent's support of the decisions made by their child, thereby having tr
their work and also helping them organize their time effectively to plan
day.

The talk ended with questions raised regarding qualities of an eleme
child, materials they are exposed to in their environment, needs of the
and the idea of patience. She concluded by answering the queries a
gave solutions to the concerned parents, assuring that the children will 8 - -
good hands provided you hear them out and have faith in whatthey do. ~wdzl YA Y A wl YI OKF Yy RNJ Yy
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Little Chef

- Kavneet Chadha

BANANA MILKSHAKE
METHOD

Food is comfort,

security, art,

SUUCRERER ¢ ( $3f GKS oFylylra FyR LXFO

many levelsd 1 alakK GKS oFlylylLa gAGK | Y

. 1 LRR (GKS LR2gRSNBER 21 33SNE

emotionally, O2YLX SGSfe YAESRO

philosophically, 1 / K2L) GKS OFaKSgydzia Aya2 D)
spiritually and most T a?:IVE UK§ TI-aKSI?voI;YI-yI;a 'fS a
_ : T 'RR (KS OK2LIWLISR OFaKSsydz 1S YA
WERIEUBREEREN ¢ { 2 g\ GKS YAE 1 AKE1S Ayidz2 :
OYVERRRERE 9 ¢KS YAftl1akKlk1S OFy 68 022 RA NB

we bring to you ) )
PLEASE NOTE: The milkshake can be transferred into a k

simple recipes with and then mixed until frothy. This step will require adult ass #4/4™ cup soaked
For children less than 3 years these ingredients can be pr¢. cashewnuts {optional}
and kept ready. Initially these children will require collabora

children of different Older children can measure out the ingredients with the assistaiice ui

adults initially and independently with the passage of time.

tips on involving the

age groups in the
art of food

preparation

Dr. Maria Montessori Birthday Celeb

- Mehak Hemnani

On August 31, 2017, like every year, the students of the Sir Ratan Tata Institute (RTI) celebrated Dr. Maria
Montessorids birthday. This year the celebrations
Institute.

LLLALLEN The event started for the children of Da Vinci Montessori Schg -
AUGUST 31, 1870 with a short introduction on why the day was being celebrafz
after which a small lamp was lighted by a child in front of
Montessorids picture to giyv

Thi s

'‘Rainbow" action song was particularly interesting for the chilg
because the students from Thailand made different colors
various ingredients like honey, lemon, water, salt and butt
pea leaves. The event ended with a song written by Gool Behiaiit

Rustomji about how children are happy in their environment W ¢L 9 dz J u :‘;‘
_ working with the various Montessori materials! OKAt RNBY

THE TOUCH BOARD
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Parvarish @Wilfere Parenting meets Educatic

- Vidhya Ramalingam

6Parvarishé was organized by Pebble Creek Life School
started in 2009 as an event to commemorate the birth anniversary of Dr. Maria Montessori that falls on August 31. Each
year, Parvarish sessions are carefully planned to give deeper insights into how parenting and education can together
become more holistic and meaningful, so that the society can raise children who are joyful, aware -eglchselfThe

event was attended by teachers and parents of Pebble Creek and a few other Montessori Schools in the city.

Parvarish 2017 had an interesting line up of sessions and speakers as well. Teenaz Reporter, AMI trainer (3 to 6) opened
the session at Parvarish with her enlightening talkdoB u pport i ng | ndependheatsatthetdnead m Bi 1
the event. She drew attention to significance of supporting children in their journey of becoming an independent

individual in his /[/her own right. The rhetoric of o0Whei
the journey of independence through the four planes was thought
provoking!

The next session onFostering Creativitwas delivered by Dr.
Chandra Rama Rao, an Organic Chemist. He spoke about how
creativity expresses itself in various situations, how it can be

supported and 6éwhatdé in fact Kkills creative instincts.
about brain development and enabling children to think rather
than memorize and how in the very real sense Obor edomd

great role in creative development in children.

Moiza Rafath, Founder Director of Pebble Creek, spoke albioait

potential of Montessori Children to be a part of the Model Montessori CNBF] 2dzi asaarzy
United Nations (MMUN) and the Adolescent Surhenitecording

of the live sessions of MMUN and the Adolescent Summit was played. At the MMUN, children from different parts of the
world coll aborate and become advocates for true human
education of bringing lasting peace.

Kauser Sayeed, Ambassador for LXL School Cinema presented the film showd¢ase S a y ,, whighh taucHedgni ! o6
emotional chord with all parents and teachers alike. An exciting breakout session by teachers of Pebble Creek helped
participants to stretch their understanding further and build new perspectives about the impact of parental responses and
invol vement in a childés 1ife.

The keynote speech of the da§, Th e Ch i | dvassthe Pfhest cvgrwhelmirg arel @pplauded session, presented by
the high school chil dren of Pebble Creek Life School

freedom, protection, exams and pressure and maonpye notnhge rd
Their heartds desires and anxieties expressed clearly t
rightly as 6flashlightsd in a childés |ife, were receiyv

What Parvarish participants had to sayéée.

oOParvarish has always been worth the | ong trek for Mon
depth and almost startling insights that Montessori speakers are able to give as they reveal aspects of Mongsisori philoso
met hodol ogy. The highlight was | istening to Teenace Repc
in children and we could have happily heard her speak for the rest of the day. The short film about the ModektMontessori |
Nations and the Adolescent Summit was truly inspiring, and similarly, the Pebble Creek student presentatioakdeft one hope
the future of t heRahbBhdskhn, aumbini Mdntessan kause ioftChildrén.



